Karunya Trust focuses on enhancing the living conditions of the rural and the urban communities of Maharashtra.
We do this by organizing women through Self Help Groups, farmers' groups, youth groups,
providing disaster management skills, health care and education and fighting for children's rights.
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...the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion... (Phili-1:6)
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Bishop's Message :

SHARE THE JOY OF JUBILEE WITH YOUR NEIGHBOUR.

As we all know the Diocese of Kalyan enters into its Silver Jubilee celebration by
the official inauguration on Oct 2, 2012. I pray and wish that our Jubilee celebration
be a time for greater blessing for our diocese.

Jubilee Year is a time to thank God for all the benefits we have received from God
and to pray for more strength and power to glorify God especially by helping our
neighbours. Karunya Trust builds 30 houses for the poor as our Jubilee Gift. Again
Karunya Trust takes initiative for ‘Samoohavivaham’ which will be held on April 4, 2012. These
activities are highly commendable and I urge all of you to join in this ‘Karunya-Ventures’. The
word of God reminds us, “If you have many possessions, make your gift from them in proportion;
if few, do not be afraid to give according to the little you have. So you will be laying up a good
treasure for yourselfagainst the day of necessity.” (Tobit 4:8-9). Hence love of neighbor may bring
closer to love of God.

Yours in Christ
Mar Thomas Elavanal (Chairperson)
Bishop of Kalyan

Message from CARITAS INDIA

Life is good when it is shared. Sharing the fullness of life was the mission of
Jesus our master. “I have come that they have life, life in its abundance” (John
10:10) We have a mission and a calling, by the very fact that we are His
children.

I am really excited by the efforts and interventions done with Gyansaathi, for
the children in the dumpyards, to bring them to the mainstreams and
rel.labilitat.e them socially, educationglly and economically: All the ef_forts £0 gy Paul Varghese Moonjely
bring a dignified and meaningful life to hundreds of children outside the Asst.Exe.Director
boundaries of society are to be seen as a meaningful mission in the direction of

sharing the fullness of life. Let us continue to do this mission with utmost dedication, as we would
be rewarded on the merit of our action. It is not the perks and allowances that bring us the
satisfaction, but the gratification that we could make a difference in the lives of these little ones. I
congratulate all those who are engaged with a heart in this noble apostolate of inclusion and
integration of the less fortunate, to the mainstream of society.

I take this opportunity to recollect my fond memories of serving the Eparchy of Kalyan, in the
capacity, as the Secretary to Bishop. My little exposure and experiences with the communities and
more specially with the slums of Dharavi, helped me to form my conscience and elect my journey
oflife in the field of social apostolate. [ am happy that I was also part of the Eparchy of Kalyan. It is
my earnest wish that all the endeavors of Social Action Apostolate of the Eparchy of Kalyan be
meaningfully relevant to the times.

Karunya Nodal News U' 'R' a Blessing to the nations...

St.Thomas Church, Dapodi, Pune Zone.
House to the Houseless... Dapodi Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Shibu Pulickal & Trustee Mr. John Bosco
hand over the documents of the Karunya house to Bp. Thomas
Elavanal. The house bought for a homeless member of the Parish
as a Diocesan Silver Jubilee gift. An amount of 12 lakhs raised as
a community fund from the parish members for this noble cause.
Thanks to Dapodi parish & May Lord bless you for your act of
mercy.

|

St.Thomas Church, Vasai (E), Vasai Zone

KARUNYA & SEAL: Lovein Christ

A joint meeting of KARUNYA & SEAL Ashram was organised
by St. Thomas parish Vasai (E), Karunya Team, under the
leadership of Rev. Fr. Shijo Parayil. Fr. Paul Kunduparambil
lights the lamp in the presence of Pastor Biju Samuel.
KARUNYA collaborates with SEAL Ashram, Panvel in JAN

Life Giving Blood...

Blood donation camp conducted in collaboration with JJ
Hospital at St. Thomas parish, Vasai (E). 110 people had donated,
out of which 67 bottles were collected. May Good Lord bless you
all.

St. George Church, Panvel, Raigad Zone.

Health, a gift of god...

St. George’s Charitable Clinic (St. George Church, Panvel) was
| inaugurated by Prof. Dr. Shirish Patel (Dean of Dr. D.Y. Patil
University) and organized a Medical Camp on Sunday 19th
August '12 under the leadership Rev. Fr. Biju Manamcheeril &
Team. A team of doctors led by Prof. (Dr) James Thomas (Vice
Chancellor of Dr. D.Y. Patil University) conducted the camp.

Editorial : Missing focus...

In that year, the parish members decided to prepare a drama at the parish feast. After
two months of preparation parish priest was shocked to see that none of the
characters were regular and punctual for practice except Mr. Thomas, the Hero.
Father called Thomas and said, 'my dear boy i am proud of you. You are very
faithful to the responsibility entrusted to you. The boy replied 'Father, next Sunday
is our drama performance. On that day is my marriage so I cannot come for drama,
to make up that I decided to be very regular for the practice'.

In the words of Shakespeare 'life is a stage' on which we play life drama. On the
stage of life too, sometimes, we miss focus. Catholic social teaching gives a clear cut Focus to
Christian Life in its social teachings that "all human beings, as Children of God, possess a unique
dignity, the church with her social teaching is committed to defending and promotion of this
human dignity of all human beings in the social sphere" (Youcat p.237, No.438). Today Church's
cry for Charity and Justice is to restore this human dignity through its social and charitable
services. In the words of Bl.Etienne-Michel Gillet "Today's justice is yesterday's charity; and
today's charity is tomorrow's justice"(Youcat p. 181). Do I miss the Focus of Life? Keeping dignity
of my own self and others in family, work place and in society. Let us not miss the focus/
opportunity ofa Hero in our Life Drama.

In ChristJesus

Fr. Paul Kunduparambil (Director - Karunya Trust)

Message from HCDI

I commend the Karunya Trust of Kalyan Diocese especially its Director and staff S8 -
for taking up a very challenging project for Children who make a living by ” ‘ -
collecting and selling recyclable waste materials from the garbage dump yards. || @
When children are engaged in this activity they are abused, their rights are violated ||31 S
and their health is affected and spend their childhood in a demeaning environment.
The challenge of this project, therefore, is to gradually achieve the prime objectives
of restoring the basic rights of children, gradually mainstreaming them into school
and ultimately putting an end to child labor.

Working for this kinds requires a high degree of dedication and commitment Undoubtedly this is
very much evident in the case of all those working for Karunya Trust. The dump yard is, no doubt,
a source of livelihood for the children and their families but it has its harmful effect on them.It is
hoped that sooner or later Karunya Trust will move one step forward to lobby with the Corporation
to bring about a policy that not only brings a better management system for recycling of waste in
the city of Mumbai. I wish Bishop Thomas Elavanal, Fr Paul, Sr Betty, Mrs. Rose all the staff
members and children a success.

N. Thomas Rajkumar— Director, Holistic Child Development India

Milestones...

Commissioned to Love : Mar Thomas Elavanal commissioned 12 Launching of Jubilee Educational Scholarship Program by Dr. P.
Karunya Regional Representatives and 9 JAN volunteers on Aug Anpalagan IAS, Jt. CEO MIDC, on Aug 11th, 2012 at Powai.

11th, 2012, at St. Joseph's Church, Powai.

Launching of LIC schemes - Jeevan Madhur and Jeevan Mangal by Bp. Thomas Elavanal releases Kalyan Diocesan Social Perspective
Fr. Paul Kunduparambil & Sr. Edith, at Navgoan- Bapsai, Kalyan Plan and hand over to Msgr. Jacob Porathor on Aug 11th, 2012 at St.
Taluka. Joseph’s Church, Powai.

Letter to the editor

It was a great pleasure reading the last
edition of Karunya News. A special Kudos
to Karunya trust for taking the initiative to
inaugurate Jubilee Scholarship Programme
for HIV /AIDS affected children. It gives
me hope for the future to think that there are : : ' ' :
young people like DrP Anpalagam LAS | (oo o e e oy 2015, R P
willing to encourage such a good cause. It is | GeorzeKarottukizhakel, Antophil Zonal Vicar blessed & dedicated
: the centre to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
a great feeling to know that so far Karunya
Trust has given educational support for over 7000 students through various educational
schemes. It is only a matter of time and I am sure there will be many more people who
would like to work up the nerve and motivation to do the same!

Editorial Board Mrs. Usha Paul, Bhandup
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Good, Better, Best, Never Let it Rest ...

“I Myself will prepare your way leveling mountains and hills..”

Today when I look back at the day when we first began our GyanSaathi, [ can only

thank and praise God for His wonders! One of our team member says that our area

(Dumping ground) was like a barren ground one year back which is soon

becoming the most fertilized land filled with the best plantations. I firmly believe

in this and marvel at the way our Lord is molding Gyansaathi. The children who

never stepped out of the dumping area once upon a time, are now engrossed in  Rose Ukken

learning, completing their studies and in the process of becoming one of the finest Gyansaathi counseller

human beings . My sincere thanks pours out to my Lord who has made us His

instruments in His special Mission. The Karunya Team (Gyansaathi) as a whole by their forever

dedicated spirit has made this possible. Individual counseling sessions, Life skills training, Yoga,

Meditation, Exercises, Play therapy, Psycho therapy, Colour therapy, etc. are few techniques that

helps our rag picker children in their overall development from Waste to worth. We can proudly

say that our kids are transforming from worst = worse = good = better = best.

Our young adolescents are now confident about themselves. They were initially very reserved and
" conservative. Now they have started opening themselves about their

| problems and open to seek help. The restless children once upon a time,

have become disciplined and mannered. Very few children had turned up

for their first Life skills Training, but now the participation number has

| risento 100 and more per training. Praise God for His ineffable gifts!

Its always a blessing to be a part of His kingdom. Until now, we have been
catering to 130 children. But as our GyanSaathi is progressing, the
number of children and our needs are increasing and we want to do our best to take care of His
children and we need your prayers and support maintaining God’s own GyanSaathi.

Something beautiful for God and humanity...

National Open School

National Open school (NOS) —it is an opportunity given by the Government for
the underprivileged and special children who find it difficult to study in a regular
school environment. Gyansaathi has registered 18 children into NOS who
were hesitant to go to a formal school due to their age and family restrictions. The
staff underwent thorough training themselves. Everyday, all the 18 children have
lectures from 1 to 4 p.m. at Gyansaathi. They are divided into Level A (std II &
IIT) and Level B (std IV & V) and are taught subjects like Hindi, Maths, History-
Civics, Geography, English and Arts and Projects. The exams are through the
Centre at Delhi. Counseling, Life skills, yoga and meditation were used as tools to prepare our
children. Now, the children are excited to come to school and attend lectures attentively.
TEACHERS’DAY : On 5th September — Teachers day; even though the teachers had not planned
anything for themselves, the students came dressed up as different teachers, took the initiative to
teach the younger students and entertained the school. They gave handmade cards to every teacher
and showed their gratitude. When asked them, why they did so much, their answer was - “Agar aap
log hamare liye itna kuch kar rahe hain, kya hum aapke liye itna nahi kar sakte hain?”

Give us today our daily bread ...

Suraiya was to leave for Madrassa this week, she’s been a student of our school
for the last one year. And ‘my doll’ like I call her. You can’tjust not love Suraiya,
she’s soft-spoken, timid, always smiling and forever loving to all. And it hurts
us all to see Suraiya leave but there are limitations. We offer a prayer for
Suraiya knowing our limitations ...

Gyansaathi completed one year. We have achievements, success stories,
accolades, appreciation for the work putinlast prs. Rose Joseph
year. Shubhaan, Abdul Rahman, Sana, Jahida (Gyansaathi Program
and all the 18 students of our National Open Coordinitor)
School were teenagers whiling their time at the dumping ground
or doing only household chores. Today they are studying.... at
the age of 14 and 15 years, these teenagers have got their basic
constitutional right... and I realize it is the ‘work of God’...
Gyansaathi is a blessing to the Rafiq Nagar basti, but it is a
greater blessing to ALL of us involved in its making. And
these ALL include - our Diocese, our funding agency, all our donors in cash and kind, our
dearest volunteers, our well wishers and most importantly our Staff members.

In all our endeavours, in our limitations, God’s hand guides. HE provides, HE gives us our
daily bread, our sustenance for GyanSaathi.

Teaching, My Vocation

I 'am Salma Qureshi, [ want to tell you something. For the last 20 years, I have
been staying in this basti, and for the last 10 years, I have been teaching
children. I love to teach children. I got an opportunity to work in Gyansaathi
School. The knowledge I am enriched with in the last one year (through
Gyansaathi) was amiss in my decade long teaching career. I would like to take
this opportunity to share with you my experience at GyanSaathi. My basti is
very lucky that they have our school to impart education to them. In the later y ¢ Salma Qureshi,
years, when these children will achieve success, they will thank and praise God
for this school. In the earlier schools, teaching was only a profession, but
here I realize teaching is a vocation. As along with the children’s education, I am also
responsible for their lives — that they go along the right path, imbibe good habits, their health, food,
clothes, maintaining family relations and insuring that they stay away from all evil addictions.
This is the motto of all the teachers here.  mould my child believing he / she is God’s gift to us. In
this school, all the staff members are respected and we’re treated like a family. God has taught us to
love one another and this love today we are able to share with our children and build relationship
with them. My children look upto me not as a teacher, but as their
mother. Initially the children used to come very badly dressed,
untidy and unclean; their unwashed faces, hands, hair, legs,
uncut nails. But slowly, we started cutting their nails in the
school, making them wash their hands and legs, we started
combing their hair, rewarding and encouraging those who came
clean and tidy. Our children have begun to lead a normal life.

Mr. Somnath Raut
(Animator)

(Gyansaathi teacher)

KARUNYA IMPACT - Gyansaathi Transform lives..

Latisa says...I Can...

Latisa (name changed) is a 12 year old girl. She has 2 brothers and one sister. Her
mother works at the dumping ground (separates waste). Her father works at the
“Bhangar” shop. When we surveyed, we understood that this 12 year old girl
goes to the dumping ground and was admitted to 1st std
Urdu medium. But, she was ashamed to go to the school and
study amongst the 6 year old students and hence bunked
school. We learned about her situation and informed her
~| about our school. Initially, they never seemed to be
interested as she was already going to school. But after continuous
intervention of the social workers, she started coming regularly to school.
Now the girl who found it difficult to study for one hour, does all the
household work and is also admitted to the National Open School through
Gyansaathi. She sits for 3 hours for her studies, is very regular, does all her
home work, and is enthusiastic in all the school activities. She keeps telling
us that she will show the world she can do something in life.

Prashanti Wagh
(Animator)
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Gyansaathi Student
Shabanam Amana

Umade my life beautiful...

Mehboob (name changed), is 17 years old, has 2 sisters, lives on the
dumping ground. He used to go to the dumping ground to sell
sandwiches to the ragpickers and was a ragpicker himself who never
went to school and never bothered about his family. He never used to
eat homemade food, but used to sustain himself on addictive drug pills
and charas-ganja- ghutkas- goas. He was known as the bad guy of the
area. During a community meeting, his mother approached us about
his condition. We approached Mehboob, and invited him to school. After much coaxing every
day, He started coming to school, but was not regular, and was disobedient. He never paid attention
to studies and used to always chew ghutka- goas; even the staff found it difficult to handle this
addicted teenager. After many counseling sessions, we began noticing changes in him. Now,
Mehboob has stopped taking addictives, stopped going to the dumping ground, he sells
sandwiches and gives money to his family. He is one of the most regular students who studies well
and is now studying through National Open School at Gyansaathi.

The one year that went by saw a list of Achievements :

Regular School :

Ofthe 130 students registered with our Gyansaathi, the following school admissions were taken :
BMC Schools- 55 (5inprocess) / Private School—7 / Open School—18 = Total - 80

Follow up is taken every first week of the month in which we enquire about the progress of the
child from his teacher and the Principal. A Record sheet is maintained for every School going
child. All these 62 school going children report back to Gyansaathi school every day before or after
their regular school hours. Every school going child has received 27 items from the Government
which includes umbrella, uniform, stationary, etc. The improvement of our children has been
tremendous after their admissions to school.

We have opened a Balwadi for children from 3 to 6 years. And in
addition, we have new dropout children admitted to our school.
So the numbers have increased to :

Dropouts - 48, Hostel - 1. These dropout children have to follow
the same pattern of getting assessed through an assessment tool
and then are provided non-formal education with an aim to put
them for formal education next year. All of them now have an
aim in their lives. And Indeed we’re on our way from Waste to Worth....

Health checkup : Health checkup is conducted monthly by CMH Medical College and it is well
attended by children and parents. As per the suggestions by the medical team, sprouts,
Jaggery/groundnut mix, dates etc were incorporated into the children’s diet. The children’s health
records are maintained and based on the previous records and current health, doctors provide
prescription and also analyse each child’s improvement or if otherwise where needed, the child is
referred to Government hospitals for further treatment. The doctors also speak to the child
regarding the ill effects of tobacco, drugs, bidis and cigarettes. In addition to this, awareness
camps are conducted on health issues. We have covered around 1500 people in the last one year
from July 2011 — September 2012.

Non-formal Education: Non-formal education was provided with an aim to help children enter
mainstream schools. These classes are for age groups 4 to 16 years conducted 5 days a week in two
batchesi.e. morning 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. We had around 125 dropouts registered
in our school undergoing non-formal education. Children are divided into groups of ‘Swar’,
‘Vyanjan’, Barakhadi, ‘Shabd’ and finally to ‘Lessons’ stage. Maths is taught using Pratham
syllabus methods. Once in 2 months, children are taught through pers

movies and skits subjects like history, geography, science.

Talent Tapping: 1 day of the week is dedicated for extra-
curricular activities and talents are tapped through drawing, arts ,
craft, drama, dance and music. The best drawings were identified

Counselling : Individual counselling sessions are held regularly
and close monitoring is done. Around 250 children todate have been counseled.

Cultural : All festivals are celebrated and the children are provided with a deep insight into the
cultural richness of India to inculcate holistic learning.

Mothers’ Group : Similar to Mathrusangam, we have a Mothers’ cell in the Basti and monthly
meetings are held. Around 80 mothers are registered in this cell. Sessions are held for them on
‘nght to Education (RTE), Child Labour laws, Child abuse etc. Interactions were held with
Shivaji Nagar police to ensure close co-operation with the law
makers. Around 47 mothers have been assisted to open Dena
Bank accounts at Govandi. Christmas

Party and other functions are held for &
moer s e esen @ Rarunya
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